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Overview 

Opioid refers to the class of drugs derived from opium or that are manufactured to achieve a chemical 

structure synthetically similar to opium. Heroin is naturally derived, while opioids such as oxycodone 

(OxyContin®), fentanyl, morphine, meperdine, methadone, and codeine are manufactured and are 

intended to be used therapeutically to manage pain, but may also be used illicitly.1 

From 1999 to 2005, crude rates for opioid-related hospitalizations increased 63.4% (from 162.6 to 265.7 

per 100,000). Costs associated with opioid-related hospitalizations exceeded $197 million in FY2005.2 

Since 1990, opioid-related poisoning deaths have continued to rise in Massachusetts. In 2005, 67.8% of 

poison deaths were associated with an opioid, a nearly 2.5 increase from 28% in 1990.3  

This document reports: 

 Percent of lifetime and past 30 day drug use in selected Massachusetts cities. 

 Comparison of crude rates (per 100,000) of opioid related hospitalizations and deaths of the 

six Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) regions in Massachusetts. 

 Crude rates (per 100,000) of opioid related hospitalizations and deaths of selected 

communities in the Northeast region of Massachusetts. 

 

This data was collected using MassCHIP Custom Reports tool:  (masschip.state.ma.us/custom.htm).  

Datasets used include the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey, Mortality ς ICD10 Codes, and 

Hospital Discharge data. 

This document was developed to assist stakeholders from communities in the Northeast region of 

Massachusetts understand data on opioid-related incidences. This information can help inform 

prevention and intervention efforts at the community level. 
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Questions about this data can be referred to: Tami Gouveia-Vigeant, Assistant Director, tgouveia-

vigeant@glfhc.org or 978-688-2323 x8617. 

Percent of Lifetime and Past 30 Day Drug Use in Selected Massachusetts Cities (2003-2005 Combined). 

Selected Cities % Used Drugs lifetime % Used Drugs past 30 days 

Boston 49.5 8.7 

Fall River/New Bedford 52.2 9.0 

Lowell/Lawrence 41.5 8.2 

Springfield 49.2 6.3 

Worcester 49.1 5.6 

MA Total 54.9 8.0 
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Crude Rate (per 100,000) Opioid Related Hospitalizations in MA Executive Office of Health and Human 

Services Regions (2003-2005 Combined). 
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Opioid Related Hospitalizations 
(crude rate)

EOHHS Regions Count 
Opioid Related Hospitalizations 

(crude rate per 100,000) 

Western MA 12,163 486.91 

Central MA 5,223 207.38 

Northeast MA 10,026 261.43 

Metro West MA 8,175 182.94 

Southeast MA 8,536 222.78 

Boston Region 8,961 413.63 

MA Total 53,084 274.79 
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Crude Rate (per 100,000) Opioid Related Hospitalizations in Northeast Cities and Towns at or above 

50% of State Crude Rate. 

Northeast 
Communities 

Count 
Crude Rate              

(per 100,000) 

Amesbury  52 103.05 
Beverly 205 170.69 
Billerica 153 128.72 
Danvers 122 159.31 
Dracut 86 99.97 
Everett 437 390.09 
Gloucester 208 225.72 
Haverhill 424 234.96 
Lawrence 550 228.66 
Lowell 561 176.89 
Lynn 1,165 421.99 
Lynnfield 46 132.15 
Malden 633 373.79 
Medford 656 403.36 
Melrose 206 258.94 
Methuen 222 165.80 
Middleton 37 137.84 
Nahant 29 267.64 
Newburyport 60 114.48 
North Reading 91 217.61 
Peabody 387 257.02 
Reading 110 154.23 
Rockport 22 94.13 
Rowley 22 128.33 
Salem 253 201.92 
Salisbury 75 307.21 
Saugus 417 521.28 
Stoneham 121 185.37 
Swampscott 58 134.43 
Tewksbury 112 128.53 
Topsfield 18 96.63 
Wakefield 180 244.13 
MA Total 35,289 189.07 

                      * The ten communities that have the highest crude rates are highlighted in black. 
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Crude Rate (per 100,000) Opioid Related Deaths in MA Executive Office of Health and Human Services 

Regions (2003-2005 Combined). 

EOHHS Regions Count 
Opioid Related Deaths 

(Crude rate per 100,000) 

Western MA 165 6.61 

Central MA 169 6.71 

Northeast MA 361 9.41 

Metro West MA 278 6.22 

Southeast MA 385 10.05 

Boston Region 235 10.85 

MA Total 1,593 8.25 
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         * The ten communities that have the highest crude rates are highlighted in black. 

 

 

Northeast Communities Count 
Crude Rate (per 

100,000) 

Amesbury 5 10 
Andover 1 1.02 
Beverly 10 8.33 
Billerica 8 6.73 
Danvers 4 5.21 
Dracut 7 8.14 
Everett 27 24.1 
Gloucester 20 21.7 
Groveland 1 5.16 
Haverhill 15 8.31 
Ipswich 2 5.01 
Lawrence 19 7.9 
Lowell 35 11.04 
Lynn 62 22.46 
Lynnfield 4 11.49 
Malden 17 10.04 
Manchester by the Sea 2 12.48 
Marblehead 1 1.64 
Medford 22 13.53 
Melrose 7 8.8 
Methuen 9 6.72 
Newburyport 5 9.54 
North Andover 5 6.13 
North Reading 2 4.78 
Peabody 11 7.31 
Reading 9 12.86 
Rockport 2 8.56 
Salem 19 15.16 
Salisbury 1 4.1 
Saugus 10 12.50 
Stoneham 5 7.66 
Swampscott 2 4.64 
Tewksbury 2 2.3 
Tyngsborough 3 8.85 
Wakefield 6 8.14 
Wenham 1 7.16 
MA Total 1,593 8.25 
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